
Spring, 2007 

IT’S SPRING —  
AND VOLUNTEERING IS IN THE AIR 

Mary Kay Falconer, BHNA President 
 
Most of you probably agree that a healthy neighbor-
hood is what we want to be.  We might have differ-
ent ideas of what a healthy neighborhood is but for 
me, a healthy neighborhood is easy to identify.  It is 
one in which residents recognize the value of their 
natural surroundings.  It is one in which residents 
respect all ages and family combinations living in the 
neighborhood.  It is also one in which residents rec-
ognize when an issue needs attention and volunteer 
to do something about it.   
 
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS 
The BHNA board has been doing many things to 
make this a healthy neighborhood but there is always 
more that can and should be done.  We need volun-
teers to help us monitor new subdivision plans and 
planning efforts promoted by the city and county that 
affect neighborhoods.  We need volunteers to help us 
address speeding traffic on our streets.  We need vol-
unteers to help us welcome new neighbors.  We need 
volunteers to continue efforts to beautify our lovely 
parks and medians.  We need volunteers to organize 
garden walks and other activities that help us enjoy 
living here.  We need volunteers to mentor students 
at our neighborhood schools.  Consider organizing 
new events that address your interests and recrea-
tional choices.  Be an active part of what we do in 
Betton Hills. To volunteer, contact me at:  
bettonhillsna@hotmail.com.  Thanks! 

BHNA WEBSITE IS UP! 
 
Thanks to the programming skills, 
dedication, and patience of two 
BHNA board members — J.T. 
Ehrhardt  and Peter Butzin — 
our BHNA website is up and run-

ning.  Their efforts were assisted by content and de-
sign ideas by the board as a whole, but particularly 
Mary Kay Falconer and Philip Froemke. 
 
 

www.mybettonhills.org 
 
 
The website includes information helpful to new and 
long-time Betton Hills residents, including: 
 
· Calendar of upcoming events 
· Frequently Asked Questions (and answers) 
· Previous newsletters 
· Board meeting notes 
· Neighborhood contacts 

RED ADDRESS LABEL??? 
If you have a red dollar sign on your  
newsletter address label, STOP!  Immediately 
turn to the back page, fill in your membership 
form, write a dues check, and send  to BHNA.  
Please renew, we’d hate to lose you!  This is 
your last chance for the 2006-2007 year! 

RECENT VOLUNTEERS 
 
Volunteers from Boy Scout Troop 105 cleared and 
spread mulch for the trails at the Betton Hills Nature 
Center (behind Ashford Club Apts.) 
 
Participating scouts:  Chris Hatcher, Steven Keller, 
Hans Kollar, Jordan Luebkemnn, Krystian Nowak, 
Ben Payne, Dylon Whiddon, and Tyler Whiddon 
 
And these leaders:  Bill Kollar, Phil Payne, Durrant 
Whiddon, and Jarek Nowak 
 
You can visit the center to walk the trails and to see 
the scouts’ work.  Marvin Weinberger, owner of the 
Ashford Club, will soon lead a tour of the center.  
Check the BHNA website calendar for the date.  



EAST RANDOLPH  CIRCLE MEMORIES 
Joan Morris 
 
Kent and Betty Miller’s memories of Randolph Circle 
(BHNA Winter, 2006 Newsletter) reminded me that 
their girls were the first neighborhood children to 
come swim in our pool — a custom that lasted from 
1968 until 1982.  The first summer after Allen put in 
the pool ( I think it was the second one in the 
neighborhood) one of our Atlanta granddaughters 
came to spend a couple of weeks with us. I invited 
Ann, Jill and Casey to come swim and keep her com-
pany.  
 
I wasn’t working or taking classes that summer, so 
after Beth left I continued to invite them down. Soon 
their friends and other neighborhood children were 
swimming here nearly every day.  To let them know 
when the pool was open for them, I hung a scuba div-
ing flag from a front porch column. 

The swimming season ended with the start of school, 
but the next summer some of the braver children 
came around to ask when the pool would open. How 
could I refuse?  Word spread pretty quickly.  The Tal-
lahassee Democrat did a story with photos about the 
open pool and that attracted a few more swimmers. I 
remember Cliff Mansfield coming to the door and 
saying he had seen my advertisement in the paper! 
 
Some summers there were lots of bikes in my front 
yard and between 20 to 30 children in the back. Bless 
Bobby Brewer. Afternoons when he knew there were 
a lot of children here he would take a corner across 
from me to help lifeguard. 
 
For quite a long time after the pool closed I would be 
greeted in one of the local stores with, “Hi Mrs. Mor-
ris, remember me?  I used to come swim in your 
pool.”  And, some summer days, out by the pool I can 
almost hear . . . Marco . . . Polo! 
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Thanks to 60 Betton Hills residents, last November’s round-up corralled 4,480 pounds of 
hazardous waste!  The Leon County collection crew, coordinated by Terry Ivey and led by 
on-site crew chief, Roscoe Robson, made for an easy drop-off at the Goodwill Store on 
Thomasville Road.  They were well-organized and helped get the items out of our cars.  
Philip Froemke organized the round-up for BHNA.   

BETTON HILLS  IS STILL  HOME . . . 
 
Betton Hills holds a special place in the hearts of its residents, especially those that grew up here.  While renew-
ing her membership, Anne Ausley Lee (Heaton) who now lives in Jupiter, FL writes:  “I grew up at 1410 Bet-
ton Road (where my nephew Dan Ausley lives with his family).  Everything north of Betton by us was fields with 
haystacks!  We were the very edge of town.  When my husband Carlos Heaton retires, we’ll be back full time!”  

HARRIMAN  CIRCLE UPDATE 
Elizabeth Jensen 
 
Recently, a Betton Hills resident contacted the City Parks Department to request a small playground at Harri-
man Circle Park.  The City notified the BHNA and we decided to explore the idea.  We first sought the opin-
ions of nearby residents.  These residents met and were in agreement not to support the playground. 
 
Most residents expressed concerns regarding increased traffic along the Circle and the aesthetics of playground 
equipment.  Therefore, the proposed playground will not be pursued further by BHNA.  Residents did identify 
ideas for Harriman Park that interested them, including adding more native plants, dealing with park flooding, 
and reducing traffic volume.  As Circle volunteers come forward, BHNA will join with them to address these 
issues.  Residents are always encouraged to contact BHNA or go to www.mybettonhills.org to learn more about 
how they can get involved to create positive changes for the neighborhood. 
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PARTY! 



PUT SOLID WASTE IN ITS PLACE  
Mike Brezin 
 
1. Is it OK to mix yard bounty (leaves, branches, 

grass clippings, etc.) with empty cardboard boxes 
or junk from my house? 

 
No.  Yard bounty and house-
hold waste shouldn’t be 
mixed.  If you mix them, the 
load is put in the county land-
fill.  If you separate, the yard 
bounty, if not bagged, is 
mulched.  Mulching helps in a 
number of ways:  the county 
gets very cheap mulch ($7.50 
a ton) that can be used as a 
landfill cover (and available 
for free when there’s a sur-
plus); the mulch takes up less 
landfill space than the raw 
material; the city (i.e., you) 
save money on tipping fees 
($100/ton for mixed; $34/ton 
for separated) – and you can know you’ve done your 
part to recycle yard bounty.   
 
For those cardboard boxes, fold them and put them in 
your recycling bin (see #4 below). 
 
2. Does my bagged yard 

bounty get mulched? 
 
No.  Bagged yard bounty gets 
tossed in the landfill.  This is 
expensive (see #1 above) and 
wastes landfill space.  The 
county is looking into devel-
oping alternatives, but it’s not 
there yet.  Unfortunately, the 
city doesn’t pick up leaves 
unless they’re bagged. 
 
3. What about composting? 
 
Composting is the best thing 
you can do with yard bounty.  
It’s easy to use either your bounty as a ready made 
mulch on your bed plantings, garden, or wild  
 

 
 
area – or put it in a compost bin or pile.  (You can use 
the BHNA compost pile in McCord Park by the park-
ing area, too.)  You could also get a mulching lawn-
mower (or tell your commercial service to use one) 

and mulch as you mow.  The 
grass clippings dry quickly and 
do not create thatch.  You’ll 
have a healthier lawn that re-
quires less fertilizer, water, and 
pesticides, i.e., you’ll be helping 
yourself, recycling, and reduc-
ing nutrients and pollutants in 
our groundwater, ponds, and 
lakes. 
 
On April 28th, the city and 
county are sponsoring a back-
yard compost bin sale at 
Goody’s in the Tallahassee Mall 
from 8:00—3:00.  The bin, 
which normally retails for 
$80.00 will cost $30!  There 

will be 1,250 bins, but they sell fast.  Get there early!  
Don’t let a long line discourage you; it moves quickly. 
 
4. What’s this I hear about changes in the garbage 

and recycling pickup schedules? 
 
On May 1st, the city will move 
to a once a week waste removal 
schedule.  Soon, you will re-
ceive a notice via mail indicat-
ing what day will be your 
pickup day.  On that day, you 
will receive curbside service 
for both your garbage and recy-
cling containers.  The changes 
are being made to keep cus-
tomer rates stable and to benefit 
the environment.  Your bill will 
remain the same, and the in-
crease in recycling pickup will 
allow you to put more into 
your recycling container. 

This mixed pile of small branches and household junk 
will go to the landfill.  Making two separate piles 

would send the yard bounty to be mulched. 

This mixed pile of small branches and bagged leaves 
will go to the landfill.  If put in separate piles, the 

branches would be mulched.  Putting material in the 
landfill costs 3 times as much as mulching. 

This article is based on a conversation with Adam Schlachter, 
Leon County Recycling Coordinator.   



Arbor Day Planting 
January 27, 2007 

Our Leon County Commissioner John Dailey joins 

Tonya Ehrhardt, Hal Beardall and kids, and Donna 

Legare on the way to plant blueberry bushes in 

McCord Park. 

Jody Walthall supervises as Mike Chwalik and 

Bob Walker work on the compost bin by the 

parking area in McCord Park.  Residents can 

bring their yard bounty to this compost bin. 

BHNA Bike Rally and Family Friendly Ride 

City Commissioner Mark Mustian (2nd from right) and 

BHNA president Mary Kay Falconer (middle) joined in the 

fun. 

Sunshine Cycling, Higher Ground Bicycle Company, Capital 

City Cyclists, Bike/Walk Network, and the Atomic Racing 

Team  helped to make the Rally and Ride a success! 
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PARTY! 

SUNDAY, APRIL 29,  
4:00—7:00 

WINTHROP PARK 

BETTON HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 15612, TALLAHASSEE, FL  32317-5612 

MEMBERSHIP  FORM  
 
Annual Membership Dues $10.00 
 

 Donation to Carol Bellamy Trust Fund* $  
 Donation to Jack Robertson Partners for Excellence Fund $  
 Donation to Bill Mansfield Writer’s Fund $  
 

  Your Name: 
 
  Address and Zip Code: 
   
  Email address: 
 

Enter your donation amounts, name and addresses.  Make checks payable to BHNA.   
Send your form and check today (address above).  Thanks! 

 
*The Carol Bellamy Trust Fund has been set up by the BHNA to provide money for the renovation or enhance-

ment of the public areas of Betton Hills. 
**The Jack Robertson Partners for Excellence Fund is used to assist neighborhood public schools (Kate Sulli-

van Elementary, Cobb Middle, and Leon High) better meet the needs of the students. 
*** The Bill Mansfield Fund recognizes exceptional Leon High student writers.  An award is given to support 

their future writing efforts.   

IF YOU HAVE A RED DOLLAR SIGN ON YOUR ADDRESS LABEL ,  
RENEW YOUR BHNA MEMBERSHIP NOW! 


